
CONCERNS 
Immediate Concerns 

*Charlotte Cook*Howard Hall *Alice Griner *Brady Brock *Diane Wilson *Dolly Stringer  

*Bobby Harnage *Bill Acuff *Mackenzi Crawford (Michael (Samantha) Crawford’s sister)  

On-Going Concerns  
*Konner Rice (Joyce Laabs’ great grandson) *Mitch Britt (Alice Griner’s son)  

*Ellen Plant (Sandra Plant’s sister-in-law) *Luna Chappell (Verna Moon’s great granddaughter)  

*Emily Joiner (Dennis Irby’s aunt) *Linda Edwards (Jason Edwards’ mother) *Howard Hall  

*Patsy Miller (Sandy Hooks’ mother) *Willard Lasseter *Joanne Meredith (Doris Harsh’s daughter)  

Stained Glass GazetteStained Glass Gazette  
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From our point of view today, we would expect a text written to slaves to be about gaining power over 

their masters, that Peter would suggest for them to bring about a rebellion as quickly as possible, and put an 

end to their suffering and such an inhuman institution. However, Peter shares with his readers a different path. 

His instructions to the slaves are concerned with following the path of Christ in the face of good and bad 

masters alike. He reminds them that “Jesus was abused, yet did not return abuse. He did not threaten, but 

entrusted himself to the judge of us all. He bore the indignity of the cross and sins of the world, so that we 

might live for righteousness.” Peter shares with them that in this way their Lord and Savior, and ours as well, 

has served as an example for them, has redeemed them, and continues to sustain them regardless of their socio

-economic position. 

The behavior of the master, bully, teacher, boss, our fellow congregation member, or people who spout 

off things we disagree with in the ‘Rant and Rave’ or opinion pages of any newspaper or commentator on TV, 

should not determine how we act. Time and time and time again, Jesus instructed his disciples on how they are 

to act. His instructions were not conditional, dependent upon on how others act before judging how his 

followers are to react. Our orientation as Christians is to follow the example set before us by Jesus in his 

teachings, and then lived out by him to the point of a slave’s death on a cross.  

We should not be cruel to those we disagree with and pleasant only with those we do. Instead, we 

should lift up the places where we can empathize with one another and serve as a light in what can be a dreary 

place. This should be a focus of our lives, not just for the slaves of Peter’s day who day in and day out suffered 

the abuse of their masters and were treated more like property than people. Peter’s hope for them was that 

through the slaves’ example of Jesus to their masters that their masters would be transformed by their example 

of Jesus. 

In the book White Flour, Christian singer-songwriter David LaMotte describes a moment ten years ago 

this month when a group of white supremacist hate groups came to Knoxville. As is typical for this sort of 

demonstration there were counter-protestors on hand. In this case, they didn’t try to shout down the racist 

demonstrators, and they didn’t meet anger with anger. The local activists met hatred with humor. They dressed 

as clowns and when the protestors shouted refrains of “White power!”, the clowns pulled out bags of white 

flour and shouted back “White Flour!” as they threw flour into the air and on each other. The protestors 

continued their shouting, and this time the clowns shouted back, “White flowers!” as they threw handfuls of 

little white flowers into the air and at the feet of the marchers. On and on their misunderstandings and humor 

went until, in frustration, the marchers left town. 

We cannot control how others act; we can only control what we do. And if we say we follow Christ, 

then we must follow the example he set for us. The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “Darkness cannot 

drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” Let us shine the 

light and love of Christ throughout our lives regardless of how those around us choose to act. 

In Christ, A.J. 



Music Corner 
15 Reasons We Should Still Be Using 

Hymnals by Jonathan Aigner 
7.  Hymnals are as helpful as the singer needs 

them to be. It’s hard to ignore a screen, no matter 

how well I know the song being sung. Its mere 

presence sends most people into a trance. There 

are times I must pay close attention to the 

hymnal. I recently sang the hymn “Ye watchers 

and ye holy ones” in a service. I know of the 

hymn, and I know LASST UNS ERFREUEN, 

but I didn’t grow up singing it. I had to follow 

the entire time. I needed the hymnal. Last 

Saturday, I sang in the choir for a funeral. It was 

a beautiful service; a reflection on a life well-

lived in service of the kingdom. When it came 

time for the final hymn, “Blessed Assurance,” I 

rose, opened the hymnal, and held it out, but 

didn’t look at it once. I long ago internalized 

every note and word of this hymn. I was free to 

look out into the congregation, making eye 

contact, sharing the ethos of the experience with 

others. 

8.  Hymnals are a theological textbook. There is 

no perfect hymnal, but well-crafted hymnals are 

reliable sources of theological information. 

9.  Hymnals involve tactile action. Hymnals 

make the people work. Picking up the hymnal, 

finding the right page, and holding it up to sing 

grounds you in time and space. Feeling the 

weight in your hand engages you in the activity 

more than staring at a screen ever could. 

Doug 

MFPC Treasurer Report 
Month of April:          2017    2016 

 Receipts     $59,542    $48,138 

 Expenses     ($41,927)    ($50,063) 

Net Income (Loss)     $17,615      ($1,925) 
 

Year To Date:    

 Receipts     $221,058     $203,681 

 Expenses     ($200,619)   ($197,588) 

Net Income (Loss)     $20,439     $6,093 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Deacon’s Meeting 

Sunday, May 14, 8:30 AM 

Last WATCH 

Wednesday, May 17 

Friends of the Church Committee 

Wednesday, May 17, 5:00 PM 

Strengthening of the Church  

Sunday, May 21, 8:30 AM 

Session Meets 

Sunday, May 21, 7:00 PM 

PRESCHOOL 

REGISTRATION  

NOW OPEN FOR 2017-2018 
We have programs for ages 1-4. Registration 

forms are available in the church office.  

CORNERSTONES 
MONTHLY LUNCH MEETING 

Monday, May 15, 11:30 AM at the church 

CHARLIE JOHNSON IN “Beatsville” 
May 18-May 20—We will spend 2 nights in 

Sarasota, go to the show on Friday night and 

come home on Saturday. 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Teachers needed for the combined children’s 

summer Sunday School class, June 4—August 

13. Please see the sign up sheet in the 

Fellowship Hall or contact Katherine. 

FINAL WATCH 
Please join us on May 17 for our final 

WATCH of this program year! We will present 

Pioneer Awards to our students, celebrate our 

Sunday School Teachers and Pioneer Leaders, 

and enjoy a short program from our Children's 

Choir. Don't miss out!  

HELPING HANDS BOX —  

TOY SHOPPE  
To give the volunteers at the Toy Shoppe time 

to clean up and organize donations, we collect 

"like new" or gently used toys, games, and 

books for children from birth to age 12 during 

the summer months.  Please put character-

building donations in the Helping Hands box in 

the Fellowship Hall. 



FLOWERS 
The flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, May 7 were given to  

the glory of God and in loving gratefulness for  

Ann Fuller Slocumb  

for sharing her talent as accompanist and pianist with us  

by Frank & Lisa Horkan 

YOUTH NEWS 
FINAL MONTREAT PAYMENT, MEETING RESCHEDULED 
Friday, May 5 - Our final Montreat payments were due Friday, May 5.  The final amount is 

$150, for a total trip cost of $350, a discount of $340 off the true cost of the trip. Check your 

mail in the next few days for a packet of information and forms that I will need completed before 

we leave.  Also please plan to attend an informational meeting next Wednesday, May 17 at 5:00 

in the Parlor. It shouldn't last long and we will review details of the trip. 

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY 
Sunday, May 21 - Seniors!  Please plan to join us in worship on Sunday, May 21 so that we may 

recognize your accomplishment and send you off with love from your FPC family. Please plan to 

meet in the Parlor at 10:30 so that we can briefly walk through the service. 

Parents of Seniors - There will be a role for you in the worship service on May 21, so please plan 

to gather together in the Parlor at 10:40 before the service so that we can walk through things 

briefly. 

END-OF-YEAR PARTY 
Sunday, May 21, 5-7 pm, Griffins' Home -Join us for a fun evening welcoming our rising 6th 

graders and celebrating the end of our programming year with a pool party - bring your bathing 

suits! - at the Griffins'. (650 Lower Meigs Rd.).  We'll have burgers, hotdogs, and chips, but last 

names A-M are asked to bring a dessert and N-Z please bring a side dish to share. 

DOGWOOD ACRES 
REGISTRATION STILL OPEN! 

Camp is June 25-30 - We are so excited about our new presbytery partnership with Dogwood 

Acres Camp in the FL Panhandle.  Camp is open to students who have completed 3rd-12th 

grade, and there will be leadership responsibilities for high schoolers who are interested.  We 

hope MANY of you will sign up so that this new camp experience gets off to a great start.  You 

can register online at www.dogwoodacres.org.  

      Class of 2017 

Mallory Herndon 

John William Keith 

Michael Young 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
This fall we will be begin Confirmation Class 

for 6th through 8th graders. Parents and youth 

please plan to attend a meeting on May 21st in 

the parlor immediately following worship for 

more information.  

http://www.dogwoodacres.org/
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Return Services Requested 

FROM THE KITCHEN 

I can’t believe that next week will be the last WATCH meal until August. 

Where, oh where, did the year go? We fed 127 with 14 cancellations this 

week. We only had 4 no shows. 

MENU for MAY 17, 2017 

REGULAR/CHILDREN: Spaghetti, Lasagna, Greek Salad, Garlic Bread, 

Salad Bar, Fruit 

DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DESSERTS: A Variety of Homemade Ice Cream, Cookies 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Do you feel overwhelmed and pressured by the ever increasing demands of 

your life?  Turn your concerns and prayers over to God and he will meet 

your needs. 

In Christ, Faye 


